FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

GRAMMY® and Latin GRAMMY® Award-Winning Musicians
Unite for the Global Music® Award-Winning Album Keys to the
Groove 2.0

Three Acclaimed Jazz Artists Celebrate Musical Conversation, Trust, and
Virtuosic Improvisation in a Dynamic New Latin Jazz Release

BRANDON, FL — March 13, 2026 — Multi-GRAMMY®, Latin GRAMMY®, and Multi-
Global Music® Award-winning pianist, composer, arranger, producer, and recording engineer
Lannie Battistini announces the worldwide release of Keys to the Groove 2.0 released March
13, 2026. Even before its official release, the album earned two silver awards at the 2026
Global Music® Awards for Best Latin Jazz Album and Best Group. Battistini is joined by
acclaimed bassist, multi-instrumentalist, producer, and educator Dr. José Valentino, whose
distinguished career includes multiple Latin GRAMMY®, GRAMMY®, EMMY®, Global
Music®, and Global Genius Awards, along with internationally respected Latin percussionist
Johnny Vergara, completing an extraordinary trio whose musical chemistry is rooted in decades
of artistry, friendship, and trust.

Drawing from their Puerto Rican (Battistini and Valentino) and Colombian (Vergara) heritage,
the trio blends Latin jazz with Afro-diasporic rhythms, Brazilian and Caribbean influences,
creating a musical language that is both deeply rooted and unmistakably contemporary. Rather
than relying on extensive rehearsal, the recording embraces improvisation as conversation,
allowing each performance to unfold naturally through shared intuition, artistry, and deep
listening.

The album features seven tracks, including six original compositions by Battistini—Ascension,
Samba For You, Final Destination, Fionna (A Tribute to My Late Daughter), Latino Blues,
and Sands of Zion—alongside a fresh arrangement of the jazz standard On Green Dolphin
Street by Bronistaw Kaper and Ned Washington, arranged by Battistini. Together, these
performances reflect a remarkable balance of lyrical beauty, rhythmic sophistication, and
spontaneous interplay.

Each musician contributes a distinctive artistic voice. Battistini's expressive piano playing and
compositional vision provide the foundation, Valentino's melodic bass work shapes space as
much as sound, and Vergara's masterful Latin percussion adds energy, color, and rhythmic
sophistication. Together they create performances that are technically brilliant yet deeply
inviting, where virtuosity serves the music and improvisation becomes conversation.

Produced by Lannie Battistini and Dr. José Valentino, with Johnny Vergara serving as Co-
Producer, Keys to the Groove 2.0 continues the artistic journey that began with the original Keys
to the Groove, expanding its musical language while remaining rooted in authenticity,
collaboration, and joy.



Keys to the Groove 2.0 is available worldwide on Spotify, Apple Music, Amazon Music,
YouTube Music, TIDAL, Pandora, Deezer, and all major digital streaming platforms. Digital
downloads are also available for purchase on Bandcamp and the iTunes Store.
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